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D. A Wahabi-like Moslem edition of Bolshevism is possible, and
would harm us almost as much in Mesopotamia as in Persia.
E. We are preparing the way for this by allowing Noel to flirt with
Kurds.
F.      I regard the situation in Mesopotamia as disquieting, and if
we do not mend our ways, will expect revolt there about March
next.
G.     To regulate our affairs in the old Turkish Empire and to have
our weak forces there in condition to lend speedy aid to one
another in the events that may happen shortly, it seems very
desirable to have all our military commands continued into one.
Marshal Allenby is qualified by seniority to control our generals
in Asia Minor and in Mesopotamia, and would have leisure to
do it, if he would devolve the direct administration of Egypt to
the hands of a subordinate.
T. E. LAWRENCE
NOTES
A.     I should say that no Mustafa Kemal-Feisal agreement
exists, but Arabs of the 'Young Arab' party are agreeable to it,
and Feisal in a corner will be prepared to accept any help. There
has been a revival of Frankfort Jewish concern in Turkey lately,
and notes are passing in London on the point.
B.     The Armenians in the Caucasus are not in danger from
Mustafa Kemal, unless they attack e.g. Erzeroum.  The key to
their question will probably be the political history of the
Turkestan Moslems in the next six months.
C.     Mustafa Kemal cannot make up his mind between Cilicia
and Smyrna for action, and will not act except in desperate or
very favourable circumstances.
D.     I do not believe that the elements that concluded the Persian
agreement with us have any deep root in Persia, and a Bolshevik
success in the Meshed neighbourhood might change the attitude
of the Persians radically.
E.    The Kurdish agitation is most mischievous. Kurds have no
corporate feeling and no capacity for autonomy or nationality.
Mustafa Kemal believes that we are doing it out of love for him.
F.    The dissatisfaction against us in Mesopotamia is mostly in